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present here who thinks that he may mix with Dheds for the time
being in order to make use of a madman like Gandhi, to him I
say that he will be deceiving God, me and you all. If you have
such hypocritical intentions, then rest assured that you will
perish at the hands of the Antyajas themselves.
Do not conclude that I am a polluted person, a reformer. A
rigidly orthodox Hindu, I believe that the Hindu Shastras have
no place for untouchability of the type practised now. I certainly
do not want to enter into a discussion about the Shastras. I am
only placing before you the substance of the Shastras as I have
understood them. This form of untouchability is a violation of
dharma. Anyone who practises it will surely be called to account
by the God of Death and he will have to suffer. Even a plea of
ignorance will not save him. It is not stated anywhere in the
Hindu Shastras or in the scriptures of other religions that one
who sins in ignorance does not have to suffer the consequences.
Only, such a person has to suffer a little less than another who
sins deliberately, but suffer he must. Such is the inexorable law of
karma. Do not think that, from the practical point of view, it
would be wise today to mix with Antyajas. If you really believe
that there is no dharma in doing so, then say it in so many
words. That will not pain me. I will go elsewhere to beg and
ask the people if they are ready to start civil disobedience on this
condition. If no one comes forward, then I alone will offer civil
disobedience.
It is necessary to explain clearly the condition of non-vio-
lence also. Muslims and some students of the Gita tell me that
it is a religious duty to use the sword on some occasions. Lord
Krishna himself urged Arjuna to battle. For me, however, non-
violence is the highest dharma. I do not mind if you think
of it as a practical necessity. But the removal of untouchability
is an absolute duty. When I ask you to eradicate untouchability,
I do not mean that you should eat and drink in the company
of Antyajas or have marriage ties with them or drink water out
of a jug used by one of thema without cleaning it. The Hindu
religion does not compel anyone to use any article from which
another has eaten. By this resolution, you bind yourselves to
treat the Antyajas in the same way as you treat the Sudras.
Raise your hands in support of this resolution only if you have
understood this.
There is no doubt at all about your enthusiasm. It is because
of your enthusiasm that you have been asking people to come here.
But it is only when you get rid of untouchability and adopt swa-